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The Idaho Falls Opera Theatre
Presents Operas in English

The

Spanish Hour
by Maurice Ravel
and

VI

V

Il Tabarro
(The Cloak)

by
Giacomo Puccini
Opera Preview : 6:45 p.m.
Performance: 7:30p.m.

The Idaho Falls Civic Auditorium
March 18,19, and 21, 2016
Purchase Tickets at:

idahofallsarts.org 522-0471

The Idaho Falls Opera Theatre would like
to thank our generous evening sponsors!

WWW.CHESBRORETAIL.COM

Did you know that
Teton Guitars were
born in Idaho Falls?

ICONIC

Chesbro Music Company is one of the most iconic
institutions in Southeastern Idaho. Founded by
Horace Chesbro in 1911, we carry the biggest selection of guitars in the entire region and are the largest
print music distributor in the West. Come see us for all
things musical and check out our limited edition
guitars. You will love Chesbro Music Company!

The Leland
D. Beckman
Foundation

IDAHO FALLS
327 W. BROADWAY
208.522.8691
REXBURG
257 N. 2ND E.
208.359.1900

The William J.
& Shirley A.
Maeck Family
Foundation

That's right! One of the fastest growing
guitar brands in the nation hails from
your hometown. That’s something we
can all be proud of. Stop by Chesbro
Music Co. and try one out today.

257 N. 2nd E., Rexburg, ID
327 W. Broadway St., Idaho Falls, ID
YouTube.com/TetonTV

Long time
supporters
Don & Cathy
Ormond

The Idaho Falls Opera Theatre
The Idaho Falls Opera Theatre Board of Directors 2016
• Robert Farnam - President
• Ann Shively - Vice President
• Martha Smoot - Secretary
• Kendra Moncur - Treasurer
• Joan Tallman - Artistic Director
• Megan Hopfer - Publicity/Marketing
• Amy Staiger - Website
• Roger Evans - Music Director
• Rod & Christine Hansen, Jerry & Ann Shively, Lonna Joy Smoot,
Juan M. Tracy II, Lisa Holbrook, Bonnee Taggert, Shawn Thurber,
Molly Gordon
Our Family
Since 1978 the Idaho Falls Opera Theatre has been bringing quality entertainment
to the Idaho Falls and surrounding areas varying from musicals like South Pacific, A
Little Night Music and Sweeney Todd to the most famous operas and operettas such as
Carmen, Madame Butterfly, La Bohème, Hansel and Gretel, and The Merry Widow.
We have collaborated with other community arts organizations such as the Idaho
Falls Symphony, the Idaho Ballet Theatre, The Idaho Youth Arts Center and Sounds
Choir to produce quality performances utilizing the wealth of artistic talent in the
community.
Upcoming Performances
October 2016 - Operetta Favorites - Trinity United Methodist Church
February 2017 - Carmina Burana - Civic Auditorium
If you would like to know more about the Idaho Falls Opera Theatre and how you can
be part of the organization, consider volunteering for set building, properties, costume
design and construction, other areas of production, or as a performer.
For more information, visit our website at IFOT.org or call (208) 557-8845
In Kind Donations
St Paul’s United Methodist Church- Audition Facilities
Holden, Kidwell, Hahn, and Crapo, PLLC - Legal Services
IF Bell Group- Accounting Services
The Post Register
Barnes and Noble - Book Fair
KLCE97
Idaho Falls Youth Arts Centre
Local News 8
Sounds Choir
KISU
Idaho Falls Symphony
Idaho Falls Magazine
Definitive Solutions, LLC
eastidahonews.com
Idaho Falls High School

The Spanish Hour
by Maurice Ravel

Setting: Toledo, Spain - 18th century
One Act: The clock shop of Torquemada
Time: morning to late afternoon
Torquemada, an absent-minded clockmaker, is reminded by his wife
Concepcion, that it is Thursday and time for him to wind all of the government
clocks. She usually takes advantage of this weekly absence to entertain her
lovers. Ramiro, not one of the lovers, has come to have his watch repaired.
Concepcion is annoyed as she was expecting an admirer, Gonsalve. When
Gonsalve arrives, she quickly hides him in a grandfather clock and asks Ramiro
to carry it to her room. Don Inigo, a banker, and admirer, arrives. He too is
hidden in a clock. A switch of clocks effects a change of lovers, and a farcical
situation results. Meanwhile, Concepcion begins to admire the virile Ramiro,
and she takes him to her room. When Torquemada returns, she explains that
Gonsalve and Inigo are merely customers, and he sells them each a clock. He
chooses to overlook his wife’s indiscretions, and they all sing a sparkling quintet.
The Spanish Hour Cast
Torquemada, Clockmaker of Toledo - Michael Trowbridge
Concepcion, wife of Torquemada - Lonna Joy Smoot
Ramiro, the Muleteer - Bryce Johnson
Gonzalve, poet/lover - Jason Dyer
Don Inigo Gomez, the banker - Eric Laing
Clockettes - Molly Gordon, Jared Reid, Sam Herrin
Clockmaker’s Apprentices - Mason Tomlinson, Audrey Covert

Il Tabarro
by Giacomo Puccini

Setting: The River Seine, 19th century
One Act: Michele & Giorgetta’s barge
Time: sunset to late evening
Michele, the barge owner, lives on the barge with his young wife, Giorgetta. As
their relationship has grown apart, Giorgetta has taken Luigi, one of the workers,
as her lover. At the end of the day Giorgetta offers the workmen refreshment. As
the others leave, Luigi remains. The two lovers arrange a clandestine meeting,
A lighted match is their signal to meet. Giorgetta tells Michele she is tired and
pretends to go to bed. Michele suspects that Giorgetta is unfaithful but does
not know who her lover is. Alone and silent, he lights his pipe, unwittingly
giving a signal to Luigi who rushes to meet Giorgetta. Michele murders Luigi
and hides him beneath his cloak. Giorgetta uneasily emerges onto the deck
and discovers Michele. She asks him to cover her with his cloak because she is
cold. Michele flings the cloak aside to reveal the body of her murdered lover.
Il Tabarro Cast
Giorgetta - Alyssa Herrin
Michele- Rob Farnam
Luigi - Clifford Sharp
Talpa & Stevadore - Bryce Johnson
Frugola - Keishianna Peterson
understudy - Molly Gordon
Tinca & Stevadore - Michael Trowbridge
Stevadore & Harp Player - Corey Edwards
Stevadore & Song Seller - Jared Reid
Midinettes - Molly Gordon, Karin Edwards, Joan Tallman
Organ Grinder - Fred Tolli
Soprano solo off stage- Molly Gordon
Strolling Lovers - Karin & Corey Edwards

Sandi Herrin - Director

This is Sandi’s first time directing for IFOT, however, she has directed
several musicals over the years, most recently The Wizard of Oz and
Beauty and the Beast for the Idaho Falls Youth Arts Centre. She has
been a long time participant and advocate of the arts in Idaho Falls.
Her love of theatre started early when as a child she participated in
small “shows” in her neighbor’s garage. Complete with patchwork
curtain and cardboard props, Sandi was a neighborhood hit in her
role as Bashful from Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Her tastes
became more sophisticated as she grew and her parents took her to
several operas and musicals, her favorites being Carmen and Man
of LaMancha. Her father was a member of the Luciano Pavarotti
fan club and has influenced her and her children’s love of opera. Sandi is a founding member
of the Idaho Falls Youth Arts Centre and currently serves as secretary on their board of
directors. She studied theatre at BYU-Idaho and has since enjoyed playing many roles in
community theatre, including Ado Annie in Oklahoma, The Narrator in Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, The Wardrobe in Beauty and the Beast and Mrs. Flannerly
in Thoroughly Modern Millie. As usual, her at home crew is to be thanked for their neverending support and love. “She turned her cant’s into cans and her dreams into plans.”

Roger Evans - Music Director/Conductor

Roger is home-grown here in Idaho Falls before attending the
University of Idaho in Music and Information Systems. He is
currently a member of the American Society of Music Arrangers and
Composers and has performed with numerous organizations such as
the Idaho Falls Youth Arts Centre, Idaho Falls Opera Theatre, Sounds
Choir, Moscow Community Theatre, Pullman’s Summer Palace,
UI Theatre, Spokane Civic Theatre, and many more either playing
the trumpet, French horn, piano, or percussion. He is a member of
the Idaho Falls Symphony, Teton Chamber Orchestra, and Idaho
Brass, He works for the Idaho State Department of Education
providing Information Technology support to school districts
throughout Idaho. Claiming he has the “best seat in the house,” he has found that directing
opera and musical theatre is extremely rewarding - both because of the wonderful music and the
incredible, talented people he is able to work with. He would specifically like to thank his wife,
Robin, and two children, Jescelyn and Jamee, for supporting him with his “hobbies.”

Lonna Joy Smoot

Playing the role of Concepcion in the Spanish Hour, Miss Smoot
performed the role of Mrs. Lovett in the IFOT production of
Sweeney Todd in 2016. Some of her operatic credits include; Zita
in Gianni Schicchi, Witch in Hänsel and Gretel, Countess in Le
Nozze de Figaro, Mimí in La Boheme, First Lady in Die Zauberflöte,
Monitor in Suor Angelica, Gianetta in The Gondoliers and Mother in
Amahl and the Night Visitors, as well as Gretel in Hänsel and Gretel.
Lonna Joy earned a B.A. in Music Education from USU and M.M. in
Vocal Performance from BYU.

Michael Trowbridge

Playing the role of Torquemada and Tinca, Michael has been
performing music for 25 years starting in Pennsylvania with his
local school band and choir and then as a vocal major at Mansfield
University in Mansfield PA, where he studied with Dr. Jean Anne
Teal and Dr. Peggy Detwiler. He sang recently in IFOT’s Love, Loss,
and Laughter October show and has also worked with IFYAC and
The Virginia Theater. Michael works as a band instrument repair
technician at the Piano Gallery. Michael is married, has 3 children,
and enjoys the outdoors, flint knapping, and woodworking.

Bryce Johnson

Taking roles in both operas, Bryce is playing Ramiro, Talpa and
one of the Stevadores. Bryce was born and raised in a musical
Idaho Falls family. He has always enjoyed playing the piano
and singing and was a member of the Bonneville High School
Bonnevaires for three years. He is currently in the BYU-I choirs,
and is seeking a bachelor’s degree in music education at BYU-I.
He is now adding acting and stage to his repertoire including
the Sounds Choir performance of Camelot. In his spare time he
enjoys writing and performing his own musical compositions.

Jason Dyer

Jason received his vocal training from Idaho State University and the
University of Idaho, where he graduated with his Vocal Performance
degree in 2014. Since graduation, Jason has been teaching voice
lessons, conducting community choirs, and performing with various
groups, such as the Idaho Falls Opera Theatre, Idaho Falls Youth
Arts Center, Idaho State University, and Opera Elect. Most recently,
Jason performed as Billy Crocker in Anything Goes with the ISU
summer musical, and as Anthony in Sweeney Todd with IFOT. Jason
is excited to start his Master’s in Voice Performance this fall, and to
pursue his singing career.

Eric Laing

Eric Laing plays Don Inigo Gomez in The Spanish Hour. He has
also performed in IFOT’s productions of Love, Loss and Laughter
as a soloist, Sweeney Todd as Judge Turpin, and Amahl and the
Night Visitors as King Balthazar. He has performed musical roles
such as Adam Pontipee in Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, Curly in
Oklahoma and Starbuck in 110 in the Shade, as well as supporting
roles in Guys and Dolls, Big River, Minnie and the Medicine
Men, and others. He enjoys playing guitar, piano, mandolin and
ukulele. Mr. Laing works for Medical Imaging Associates as Chief
Information Officer.

Alyssa Herrin

This is Alyssa’s first lead in an operatic production. She began her
vocal training in high school with Camille Blackburn who has
remained a valued friend and mentor. Studying vocal performance at
ISU and BYU she decided that teaching theatre was her true calling.
She finished her Bachelor’s in theatre and speech education just last
year at BYU-Idaho and is currently teaching high school drama. Her
students are her pride and joy. She is always grateful and fondly recalls
the hours at the piano with her mother and sisters. “Music gives a soul
to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life
to everything.”

Rob Farnam

This is Rob’s 50th role in staged IFOT productions, including the
title role in Rigoletto, Escamillo in Carmen, Marcello in La Boheme,
Sharpless in Madame Butterfly, Count Almaviva in Marriage of
Figaro, Renato in Masked Ball, and Danilo in Merry Widow. He is
serving his 20th year as IFOT president. He has appeared as a soloist
numerous times with the Idaho Falls Symphony and Caritas Chorale
in Sun Valley and is a member of Anam Cara and Eastern Idaho
Chorale. Rob has practiced law with Holden, Kidwell, Hahn, &
Crapo, PLLC in Idaho Falls for 46 years.

Clifford Sharp

This is Cliff ’s first opera with IFOT but he has sung in a few programs
with them in the past programs including, Movie Magic, Shades
of Love from Opera to Broadway, and others. Locally, he also has
had roles in The Music Man, The Sound of Music, and Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat produced by Sounds Summer
Musicals. He also has sung as the Tenor soloist for numerous
productions of Handel’s Messiah in Utah and Idaho.
Cliff is tremendously grateful for all those who produce, direct, build,
write, inspire and attend these productions. Thank you for allowing
him to be a part of magnificent music!

Keishianna Peterson

Originally from Florida, Keishianna has enjoyed Idaho for the past
9 years. In her first production with IFOT, she looks forward to the
wonderful memories that will be made from this amazing experience.
Keishianna believes that music is a gift to all because it moves the
soul. She enjoys sharing her talents as a performer, choir director, and
voice teacher here in Idaho Falls. The only thing better than singing is
giving others the gift of music. She would like to thank her amazing
husband Seth Peterson for being her best friend and appreciating her
inability to stop singing. She hopes that the music you hear tonight
lives on forever in the hearts of those who receive it.
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Production Staff

Stage Director______________________________________ Sandi Herrin
Music Director/Conductor_____________________________ Roger Evans
Producer__________________________________________ Joan Tallman
Vocal Coach________________________________________ Joan Tallman
Stage Manager_____________________________________ Lisa Holbrook
Stage Crew_____________________________________ Alexandria Borges
Properties________________________________________ Molly Gordon
Costume Design/Construction________________________ Vicki Johnson
Makeup_______________________________ Joyce Jenks, MerAnda Miller
Scenic Design/Construction_________________________Juan M. Tracy II
Rehearsal Accompanists_______________ Becky Parkinson, Cindy Coletti,
Erin Cannon, Lisa Hansen
Marketing/PR_____________________________________ Megan Hopfer
Posters, Fliers/Mailing___________________ Joan Tallman, Vicki Johnson
Ushers/Ticket Office__________________________________ Ann Shively
Lighting______________________________________________Jon Willis
Sound________________________________________Amber Carmichael
Performance Facility Manager____________________________Ed Morgan
Flute
Mary Kate Busath
Tanya Johnson

Orchestra
Trombone
Rachel Emerson

Violin
Jason Yarrington
Bill Crocker
Cassie Pulley
D’Lynne Esplin
Justin Yarrington

Oboe
Lizzy Henderson

Horn
Drew Stanley

Clarinet
Casey Emerson
John Schooler

Percussion
Stephen Busath
Travis Lee

Bassoon
Charles Call

Harp
Sarah Close

Cello
Jonathan Crocker
Hannah Yarrington

Trumpet
Trevor Lewis
Steve Evans

Piano
Cindy Coletti

Bass
Dillon Park

Viola
Elisabeth Holst

Idaho Falls Opera Theatre
History
The Idaho Falls Opera Theatre (“IFOT”) was incorporated April 10, 1978. The
incorporators were Joan Tallman, Susan Ames, Esther DeYoung, C. Diane
Christopherson (now Mondell), and Robert E. Farnam. Since that time, we have
produced over fifty fully staged productions and hundreds of other performances.
The Old Maid and the Thief, a one act comedy by Menotti, was an ideal first
production. It was directed by Joan Tallman, who was the driving force behind
the creation of IFOT, and who served as its first President and Artistic Director.
After two well received performances at Eagle Rock Junior High School in Idaho
Falls, we went to substantial effort to haul the entire set to Pocatello for a benefit
performance. That performance was most notable by the fact that hardly anyone
came, and the power went off in the middle of the show. We continued on in the
dark for what seemed like an eternity before the lights came back on.
From this humble beginning, we have performed many of the world’s great
operas by such great composers as Verdi, Mozart, Puccini, Bizet, Mascagni,
Leoncavallo, Menotti, and Offenbach, as well as a sprinkling of Gilbert and
Sullivan, operetta, melodramas, children’s operas, and Broadway musicals.
The seeds of IFOT were planted when Lu Doggett arranged to have Ray Arbizu,
a BYU voice professor, come to Idaho Falls to give voice lessons. This led to two
recitals during 1977, at which mostly operatic numbers were performed.
As part of our educational goal, we have frequently produced operas for children.
By far, the most frequent has been the delightful Little Red Riding Hood,
which has been performed for all first graders in District No. 91, and for other
schools and the public. In 2005, in conjunction with the Idaho Falls Symphony
Orchestra, IFOT performed a new children’s opera written by local composer,
Jeannie Donaldson, in commemoration of the Lewis & Clark bicentennial,
entitled “Sacagawea and the Corp of Discovery.” This was performed for
hundreds of students throughout east Idaho to provide a sense of the historical
accomplishments of Sacagawea, Lewis, and Clark, as well as to acquaint them
with opera and symphonic instruments.
In addition to our initial experience in Pocatello, IFOT has traveled to other
venues for full productions. On four occasions we have performed at Ricks
College (now BYU-Idaho), in Rexburg. The last two were full-fledged cooperative
efforts with the Ricks College Orchestra, Dr. Kevin Call, its Director, and Rodger
Sorensen, the Drama Director.

Idaho Falls Opera Theatre
History
Undoubtedly the most unique effort we have ever undertaken was George
Hufsmith’s opera The Sweetwater Lynching. This opera toured Wyoming in 1976
to rave reviews for its premier, but had not been performed since. The subject of
the opera made it especially intriguing, being the true story of the lynching of
two innocent homesteaders by cattlemen in South Central Wyoming, in 1889. By
writing the opera, and a subsequent C 3 C book, George presented the true story
of this historical occurrence, correcting the false version that had been planted in
the newspaper by the perpetrators.
This experience was especially rewarding because of the opportunity to work
with the composer as we learned the music and prepared the production, and
even hiked with the composer to the site of the lynching. We were privileged to
perform the opera for the first time in the composer’s home town, in Festival
Hall, Teton Village, Wyoming, in June 1997.
In addition to our fully staged operatic excursions, we have performed concert
versions of operas and programs in various other locations throughout East
Idaho, including Salmon, Pocatello, Arco, Blackfoot, Sun Valley, and Driggs.
IFOT’s wonderful costumes have always been one of our trademarks. Mary
Jane Brown served as costume mistress for IFOT for 12 years. During this
time, she, and other talented volunteers, created our dazzling costumes, with
incredibly small budgets, and turned her basement into our costume storage.
We subsequently operated our own costume shop for a number of years, capably
managed on a voluntary basis by Vicki Johnson. Approximately a year ago, in the
interest of cooperation among arts organizations and eliminating the expense of
operating our own costume shop, we entered into an arrangement with Idaho
Falls Youth Arts Centre to transfer ownership of the costumes to them while
retaining the right to utilize these combined costume resources for our ongoing
productions.
Our other major space requirement has been a location for construction of
sets, and for our rehearsals. Initially, for set construction, we made due with
volunteers’ garages, and whatever other locations we could find. Finally, we were
able to rent excellent warehouse type facilities, which also are usually available for
rehearsal.

IFOT Supporters
Platinum Level

The Leland D. Beckman Foundation
The William J. and Shirley A. Maeck Family Foundation
Don & Cathy Ormond

Gold Level
Bank of Idaho
Chesbro Music Co.
Jerry & Ann Shively

Silver Level

Holden, Kidwell, Hahn, & Crapo, PLLC
Vicki Johnson
Rob Farnam
Joan Tallman
Steve and Jackie Larsen
In Memory of Ruth Farkas
Fred and Judy Hohorst
John and Dianne Kester
Barbara Brown

Patron Level

David and Josette Madison
In Memory of Catherine Nelson
Newell Richardson
Karel Kingrey
Raymond Gump
Marv and Pat Olsen
William and Ann Rogers
Dieter and Margaret Knecht

Supporter level

Dorothy Harrop
Douglas T. and Nancy O’Brien
Susan Bower
Elizabeth Ecklesdafer
In Memory of Doris Plesner
Michael Schofield
Gayla Nickel
Ronald and Nancy Difelici
Roger Harshbarger

The Idaho Falls Opera Theatre survives on donations and support from people like
those listed above and patrons who attend our shows like you. If you would like to
become an IFOT supporter, please contact us at (208) 557-8845 or visit our website
at IFOT.org for more information. The Idaho Falls Opera Theatre brings exceptional
musical theatre experiences to the Idaho Falls area and welcomes anyone who wants to
be involved in producing high quality performances. Give us a call!

